ACTIVITIES

With this month-long project you’ll
excite curious minds about what
happens in the night sky
SUITABLE FOR CUBS
Firstly,
check
where the
moon is
in your
region
and
when
it rises
above and
falls below
the horizon. Ensure
it will be visible above
the horizon over the
next few weeks. Go
to timeanddate.com/
worldclock/moonrise.
html.

��

At the next meeting tell the
section to go outside at a set
time with a piece of A� paper, a pen
and something to rest on. Tell them to
find a spot where they can easily see
the moon.

��

They then need to sketch the
horizon from that position,
sketching in the position and shape of
the moon. Before they go back inside
they need to note their position and
the time and write the date by their

��

TIME NEEDED

��-���

minutes initially
(5–10 minutes a
week thereafter
for four weeks).

THIS ACTIVITY
LINKS WITH
THE FOLLOWING
BADGES

Astronomer
Activity
Badge

image of the moon. The moon on a
horizontal piece of A� should be
about the size of a �p piece. Give
them all a coin to draw around.
A week later they need
to go back outside at the
same time and sketch the shape
and position of the
moon again.

��

Continue
this every
week for a
month and then
compare your
horizons.

��

Space
Activity
Badge

OUTCOMES
Cubs will understand that the
night sky changes and ‘develops’
over the month and that it is not
the same night after night.

OTHER SECTIONS
FOR SCOUTS
Go on a night walk and try to
find North using the direction
of the two stars that form the far
edge of The Plough. Go here
for instructions: tinyurl.com/
nfwpxwz and check out
kidsastronomy.com for general
advice on astronomy.

SPOT THE STATION
Get your Scouts to keep their eyes
on the skies when taking part in
night adventures to see if they
can spot the International Space
Station. There are thousands of
sighting opportunities worldwide
and throughout the year – head to
the website, select your location
and find out when you and your
Scouts can catch a glimpse.
See spotthestation.nasa.gov/
sightings.

DOWNLOAD THIS PAGE
Find this and other great activities
at scouts.org.uk/magazine.
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MAP THE PATH
OF THE MOON

